BROUGHTON MOOR PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman:  Mr Thomas Armstrong.   Clerk:  Rev’d Judith Morgan
Minutes of the meeting held via Zoom on Thursday 15th April 2021 at 7pm
Present:  Parish Councillors Thomas Armstrong, Marjorie Harrison, David Sharp and Stuart Henderson.
Also Present: County Cllr Keith Little and Rev’d Judith Morgan (Parish Clerk)
61/20 Minute’s Silence
Following the death of HRH Prince Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh, the meeting began with one minutes’ silence and a short statement read by the Chairman expressing the Council’s condolences.
60/20 There were no apologies for absence.
61/20 Requests for Dispensations – none.
62/20 Declarations of Interest – none.
63/20 Public Section – no members of the public were present.
64/20 Minutes – On the proposal of Cllr T Armstrong, seconded by Cllr D Sharp, the minutes of the meeting held on 18th March 2021 were approved and passed for signature.
65/20 Matters Arising from the Minutes
I. Further to Minute 51/20 i, Forth Engineering had agreed to take a look at the noticeboard locks.
II. Further to Minute 51/20 ii, an email had been received from the School’s solicitors, and a further email from the school administrator, regarding the lease of the Basketball Court.  The school wishes to enclose the area and lock it.  The Clerk was instructed to inform the solicitor that, under the terms of the conveyance of the land, on 30th November 1962, between the Broughton Moor Miners’ Welfare Recreation Scheme and Broughton Moor Parish Council, the terms were that “the land should be held for use in perpetuity as an open space and recreation ground for the benefit of the inhabitants in and about the Parish of Broughton Moor.”  This would preclude the fencing off and locking of the Basketball Court.   It was unsure whether the school would wish to proceed with the lease under these terms.
III. Further to Minute 51/20 iv, the council had formally adopted the following policies after email consultation of all members:   Equal Opportunities Policy, Child Protection Policy, Safeguarding Policy.  All three policies had been added to the council’s website.   Cllr T Armstrong to obtain 2 quotes for fencing around the proposed new play equipment.
IV. Further to Minute 51/20 v, a new pedestrian gate for the Welfare Field had been ordered from Forth Engineering and would be fitted shortly.
V. Further to Minute 55/20 v the clerk advised that grants totalling £9,669 had been received from Allerdale Borough Council under Local Restriction Support Grant payments.
VI. Further to Minute 55/20 vi, Thanks were expressed to Cllr M Harrison, T Armstrong and D Sharp for their work in distributing the Easter eggs to village children.  Special thanks were expressed to Cllr M Harrison for wrapping and decorating the eggs so professionally.  The event had been a success with much positive feedback from the village and the local press had given a good write up in the Times and Star.  It was noted that this was a one-off event, as compensation to the village for the lack of a Christmas Tree in 2020 due to Covid-19 restrictions.
VII. Further to Minute 58/20 I, the contract with British Gas had been renegotiated and would now cover boiler maintenance, annual service and repairs, unlimited callouts, parts and labour, gas safety record and plumbing and drainage care including the toilet.   Annual subscription is £792.00.
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66/20 Welfare Field
i. Milburns’ solicitors had been instructed to write to Mrs C Ferguson for the return of the deeds to the Welfare Field which a paper trail search had indicated were believed to be in her possession.  Until ownership of the field can be proven,  the developer, Gleeson Homes, would not be able to carry out work agreed under a Section 106 Agreement to enhance the Welfare Field, including some further upgrades to the play equipment and other public amenities.  It was noted that this would not affect the Parish Council’s own plans to upgrade the Play Equipment, for which £40,000 in grants had already been secured, but it was hoped that the additional works planned by Gleeson Homes would be possible.
ii. Members agreed to hold a site visit on the Welfare Field on Sunday 18th April at 1pm.
iii. An email from Mrs Angela Ireland, via the council’s website, included a request for play equipment accessible to disabled children be included in the council’s upgrade to the play equipment.  It was noted that funding raised so far was for specific pieces of equipment, but the council agreed in principle that it would be good to include some equipment of this type in future phases of the development.  Clerk to reply to Mrs Ireland thanking her for her email and asking her for details of that type of equipment she had in mind and estimated costs; also, to ask Mrs Ireland if she would be willing to fundraise towards the cost of the equipment.  Clerk to also investigate this issue for costings and possible grant making charitable trusts etc.
iv. Cllr T Armstrong expressed concern that the heavy-duty padlock had been removed from the five-bar gate at the entrance to the Welfare Field and replaced with a flimsy one.   Tivoli had been asked about this and confirmed that it was not their contractors who had removed it.  
v. The Playing field Inspection Report from Tivoli had been circulated via email prior to the meeting and was received.
67/20 Planning Applications
i. VAR/2021/0011 McCaslin, Re-submission of application VAR/2021/0004 to substitute house type on Plot 5, Derwent Forest.   No observations of objections.
ii. FUL/2021/0081 Myers, Erection of detached dwelling, Plot 2, Lowlands View, Broughton Moor.             No observations or objections.
68/20 Environmental Issues in the Village
Cllr D Sharp reported that the boundary fence to the Tennis Court had been cut and the wire bent back to allow access to the adjacent land.   County Cllr K Little advised that similar activity had been in evidence at the former RNAD Dump, and the County Council were keen to prosecute the offenders, two of whom had been caught.  
There was some general discussion of possible further development of the Tennis Court area, and it was agreed that this be an Agenda item for the next meeting.  
69/20 Community Centre
i.  Ramp to rear of building:   Cllr T Armstrong advised that a contractor would look at the site in the coming days; clerk to liaise with Allerdale Borough Council to ascertain what planning consent would be required.
ii. It was noted that the ladies who formerly ran the playgroup would not be resuming, and that Cllr D Scott was likely to be taking over the running of the group once the Community Centre reopens.
iii. Thanks were expressed to Cllr M Harrison for the display in memory of the Duke of Edinburgh, both in the community centre windows and in the noticeboard.  Cllr Harrison was also thanked for displaying in the noticeboard, details of online books of condolence and of information on how to send condolences to The Queen, for  the benefit of those without internet access.
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70/20 Jobs for the Handyman
Mr Small to be asked to remove the sign from the five-bar gate at the entrance to the Welfare Field, repaint the gate and re-attach the notice afterwards.
It was noted that Mr Small had already been asked to treat the flower tubs between the Spring and Summer plantings.

71/20 Correspondence
The following items of correspondence were received:
i. Information from the Church of England Commissioners on the permanent closure of St Columba’s Church.
ii. Notice of Annual Audit.
iii. New price schedules for Tivoli for 2021-22.   It was agreed that these be accepted.
iv. CALC notification of annual subscription.
v. Remittance advice from Allerdale Borough Council for first instalment of 2021/22 Precept.

72/20  Finance
The following cheques were approved for payment:
101720		CALC Subscriptions					£199.15
101721	 	British Gas Services 	(annual contract)		£792.00
101722		E-oN  (Gas)						£228.42
101723		E-oN (Electricity)					£199.75
101724		H.M.R.C. (P.A.Y.E.)					£ 66.20
101725		Rev J Morgan (S	alary and expenses, April)		£270.42

Date of next meeting:  Thursday 20th May 2021 at 7.00pm in the Community Centre.

The meeting closed at 7.57pm.
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