BROUGHTON MOOR PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Mr Thomas Armstrong   Clerk: Rev’d J Morgan

Minutes of the Meeting held at 7.00pm on Thursday 28th February 2019 in Broughton Moor Community Centre
Present: Parish Councillors: Thomas Armstrong, Marjorie Harrison, Paul Tweddle, David Sharp, Stuart Henderson.
   County Councillor: Keith Little
    Allerdale Borough Councillor: Carni McCarron-Holmes
   Parish Clerk: Judith Morgan
   Members of the Public:  Mrs Dorothy Daymond and Mr Colin Hall
    
Apologies for absence – there were none.

90/18 Welcome and Introductions – Council warmly welcomed new member, Mr Stuart Henderson, to his first meeting.

91/18 Requests for Dispensations – None.
92/18 Declarations of Interest – Cllrs Thomas Armstrong and Marjorie Armstrong, County Cllr Keith Little, Allerdale Councilllor Carni McCarron-Holmes, and the Clerk, Judith Morgan, all declared an interest in an item which would be discussed under Correspondence, being a letter from the Friends of Derwent Forest, and took no part in the discussion or vote on that matter. (see Min 103/18 viii) ).
93/18 Public Section 
1. Booking for Over 60s.  – Mrs Daymond wished to confirm that the Community Centre had been booked for the Over 60s tea on Easter Saturday. The Clerk confirmed the booking from 2pm to 5pm on Saturday 20th April and that there would be no charge for hire, in keeping with Council’s policy of not charging community groups for their events
2. Community Centre Booking for Hall Family, Christmas Eve 2018. – Mr Colin Hall wished to protest the charge of £30 for the Hall Family’s Christmas Celebration on Christmas Eve 2018, when they had had exclusive use of the building from 4.30pm until 8.30pm.  His reasons for objections were:
 a) the Hall Family has held this event for the last 25 years and had always given a donation for using the Community Centre, and
 b) as a tax payer he believed he should be entitled to use the Centre free of Charge.  
The Clerk replied that:
 i) the booking had, in fact, been made by Mr Colin Hall’s brother, Mr Kevin Hall, who had agreed to the terms and conditions of hire at the time of booking and was aware that there would be a £30 charge, and
 ii) it had been the Parish Council’s policy to charge £10 per hour for private bookings since 1st January 2018 and for all other bookings of this type since that date the charge had been paid willingly.  157

The Chairman also pointed out that thousands of pounds had been spend on the Community Centre following the collapse of the floor last year, and that the charge was not excessive. 
Mr Hall then insisted the Clerk sign his invoice before handing over £30 in cash.  He and Mrs Daymond then left the meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk499913246]94/18 Minutes 
On the proposal of Cllr D Sharp, seconded by Cllr P Tweddle, the minutes of the Meeting held on    13th December 2018 were approved and signed as a correct record.
95/18 Matters Arising from the Minutes
i) The Clerk reported that her enquiries had resulted in the advice that the only maintenance required regularly for the Defibrillator is to ensure that the light is flashing green.  If this is not happening, it would indicate that the batteries are due for renewal.  All members of the council agreed to monitor this.
96/18 Basketball Court – Proposed Lease
Cllr P Tweddle circulated his written report on the lease. Some small amendments were required, and it was agreed that the Clerk should now progress this matter with the School.
97/18 New Play Equipment for the Welfare Field
The Clerk reported on funding secured so far as follows:
Dulverton Trust		£5,000
United Utilities		£5,000
Broughton Moor Wind Farm	£4,000
Cumberland B Soc. Trust	£  750
Christmas Raffle		£  905
Total so far raised £15,655.  
Following discussion, it was proposed by Cllr T Armstrong and unanimously agreed that £2,500 from the Council’s reserve fund should be committed to this project, which would utilise the interest accrued on that account whilst preserving the £10, 000 granted from British Coal when they left the village in the 1990s.    This would bring the total raised so far to £18,155 of a total requirement of £40,000.   Clerk to continue to seek additional funding towards this target.
98/18 Newsletter
Copies of the latest newsletter were circulated.  Cllrs M Harrison, T Armstrong and P Tweddle to help deliver these along with J Morgan and Mrs Lorraine Tweddle.  County Cllr K Little offered to help but as he was only available for a very short time due to forthcoming travel commitments, it was felt that it would be inappropriate on this occasion.  
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99/18 Planning Matters
i) 2/2018/0564 – Mr Kevin Thompson – New field access road and siting of a stable block on land adjacent to Holroyd - approved by Planning Dept
ii) HOU/2018/0220 – Mr Ian Myers – Erection of garden fence, Beckside, Seaton Road, Broughton Moor – full plans refused by Planning Dept.
100/18 Community Centre
The Clerk reported that:
i) There had been three private parties since the last meeting and, with the inclusion of the payment made by Mr C Hall earlier that evening, these had all now been paid.
ii) St Columbas’ Church had made an enquiry about using the hall for Sunday services but had decided to go elsewhere.  There was some discussion of the local rumour that the church was to be charged £40/hr and, after the clerk read the correspondence between herself and the Vicar, Rev’d Susan McKendry, the Council was satisfied that this was not the case.
iii) Allerdale Borough Council would use the Centre as a polling station on 2nd May, for which a charge of £160 would be made.
iv) The Clerk had produced a diary and calendar which would be used to record all bookings, the calendar to be displayed in the Centre once the internal noticeboards were in place.
v) The Over 60s Easter Tea had been booked for Easter Saturday, for which there would be no charge.
vi) Three Taster Sessions had been booked by the WEA, for which there would be no charge, but charges would be made if regular classes evolved from these free-to-use sessions.  It was felt that this was a good initiative and would, hopefully, lead to more activities in the Community Centre to the benefit of the village.
vii) The Knit n Natter session is ongoing and is beginning to attract new members.
viii) There had been very little take up of the ‘Bit o’ Crack’ sessions which were now in abeyance but would be restarted should there be sufficient interest.
ix) The possibility of closing the Community Centre for two weeks over the Christmas and New Year period, in line with the policies of other local Community Centres and Village Halls, was discussed but it was agreed that this would not be done at Broughton Moor.
x) The Council endorsed the help given to the Clerk by Mrs Lorraine Tweddle, in both the administration of the Community Centre bookings and the production of the Village Newsletter and agreed to award her the title ‘Honourary Administrative Assistant to the Parish Clerk’.  This was for the avoidance of doubt.
In addition, it was noted that Mr Justin Hill, proprietor of Absolute Storage Ltd.  had given a fire blanket, two fire extinguishers, a break glass unit and two bins to the Community Centre, free of charge.   Clerk to write a letter of thanks to Mr Hill for these items.
101/18 Playing Field Inspection Report – Copies of the latest report were circulated, and the contents noted.
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102/18 Jobs for the Handyman
It was reported that the ‘anti vandal paint’ signs had been pulled from the bus shelter on Church Road and thrown into the shelter; Mr Small to be asked to screw these into position.
A cupboard door in the kitchen had come loose, and the fire blanket needs to be fixed to the wall, together with its notices.  Two notice boards to be fixed in position on an internal wall. Two flower tubs in the rear yard to be stained brown, so that they can be planted up.  Clerk to ask Mr Small to attend to all these tasks.
It was noted that the grassed circle at the top of The Avenue has been damaged by heavy vehicles being driven on and off it, causing deep ruts in the grass. Cllr M Harrison to contact Home Group about this, as permission had been granted to site flower tubs in the circle.
103/18 Correspondence - The following items were received:
i) Letter of Resignation from Cllr Elaine Martin, for family reasons.  Clerk to send letter of thanks on behalf of the council.
ii) Email from Holly Adams, local resident, offering to make and maintain plastic ‘dog poo bag’ dispensers, at various locations around the village, to encourage more responsible dog ownership.  Council warmly welcomed this proposal and the Clerk was instructed to contact Miss Adams to progress this matter.  It was agreed that it was particularly good to see a volunteer coming forward with practical ideas on how to tackle this issue. The possibility of some press coverage of this issue was also discussed.
iii) Email from Mr D Bragg raising concern that someone had been exercising a horse on the picnic area at the Tennis Courts, and issues of dog fouling in the same location. 
a) A number of other residents had also raised concern re the irresponsible riding of a horse on the site, with the result that the grassed area was badly churned up and some of the holes left by the horses’ hooves were deep enough to cause injury to pedestrians.  The Chairman reported that he had spent a good 45 minutes turning the divots over and stamping them down but had hardly made an impression on the overall damage.  It was agreed that a quantity of top soil be purchased, and a working party formed to repair the damage as soon as practical.  Enquiries to be made to identify the owner of the horse and a bill for repairs of the damage would be sent.  The possibility of obtaining a lockable galvanised gate and kissing gate to be fitted to the entrance to the Tennis Court site was discussed, estimates to be obtained before the next meeting, when the issue would be an Agenda item.
Clerk to reply to Mr Bragg, explaining what action is to be taken.
b) 	Cllr S Henderson also raised the issue of garden waste which had been fly tipped on the public footpath from Washington House along the line of the RNAD Dump to the Flimby Road.  Clerk to report this to Allerdale B C.  It was felt this was particularly urgent as the area is a known feeding area for migrating birds.
c)	A number of residents had complained that the resident of a bungalow on Seaton Road was burning a significant quantity of garden waste in his rear garden on a regular basis, causing problems for other local residents.  ABC had already been informed of this and Cllr P Tweddle was following the matter up with them.	   
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iv) Information on the Great British Spring Clean was received.  
v) Heads of Terms were received from ABC re the possible asset transfer to the Parish Council of the old railway embankment which borders the Welfare Field.  These were agreed and the Clerk was instructed to progress the matter with ABC and Milburns’ Solicitors.
County Cllr K Little left the meeting at this point, 8.20pm
vi) New contracts were received from Tivoli for grass cutting  (£2258.29 + VAT) and the maintenance of the Play Area on the Welfare Field ( 754.95 + VAT), each representing a 5% increase on the previous year.  It was unanimously agreed to accept both quotes.
vii) The Clerk reported that she had attended a briefing meeting for the forthcoming borough and parish elections, held in the Town Hall, Cockermouth on Monday 25th February.  Allerdale Borough Councillor C McCarron-Holmes offered to find out the process by which the number of seats on the Parish Council may be reduced, for further discussion at a future meeting.
viii) [bookmark: _GoBack]Letter from the Friends of Derwent Forest (Borough Councillor C McCarron-Homes, councillors T Armstrong and M Harrison, and the Clerk, J Morgan, declared an interest in this item and took no part in the ensuing discussion)   After discussion and on the proposal of Cllr P Tweddle, seconded by Cllr D Sharp, it was agreed that a donation of £50 be made to this charity towards the purchase of a drone for security and educational purposes.
104/18 Accounts for Payment - The following cheques were issued:
Chq No 101585	Stephen Small Handyman			£135.00
	 101586	Tivoli Services				£264.00
	 101587	Rev J Morgan, Salary and Exps		£394.22
	 101588	HMRC PAYE					£ 66.20
 	 101589	Firpress (for Newsletters)			£140.00
	 101590	Friends of Derwent Forest			£ 50.00

Date of next meeting: 
A schedule of meetings was agreed for the remainder of 2019 
Next meeting date: Thursday 21st March, 2019 at 7.00pm
The meeting closed at 8.45pm161
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